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in general the moſt intereſting part of it. This in 
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Ser ER giving an account of his former 
diſſipated life, deiſtical contempt of reve- 

A lation, the means the mercy of God made 
uſe of towards his ſpiritual awakening 
and converſion, and the progreſs. of it, 


the garrative proceeds as follows: 


ut now I come to the toncluding and moſt Ipor⸗ 


tant period of his life, his laſt ilIneſs, when the Spirit 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (working more effectually to 


tte full manifeſtation of tlie election of grace, and of 


thoſe divine thoughts of peace which in the counſel of 
God's eternal love to him had been fore-ordained) 
brought im to fuch a deep ſenſibility of his fallen na- 


ture, of his tranſgreſſions not only againſt the divine 
law, but ſtill more againſt the tender love of his dear 
Redeemer; and eſpecially of his having fallen ſo ſhort, 


in his ſpirittal race, oi that great aim of his dear 


Lord in chuſing him out of thę world from among ten 


thouſands to be a choſen veſſel of grace, that it may 
not be amiſs to dwell here a little; for the laſt ſcene 


f a man's life, being the winding up of his race, is 


particular before us has ſuch diyine characters ſtamped 


ort it, that no toom' is left to doubt that this was a 


ſickneſs indeed for the greater glory of God. 
About the middle of September 1768, ſix weeks be. 
fore his departure, he was ſeized with ſuch a violent 


- * ſuffocation of breath, judged to be the effect of the 


gdur on his lungs; and attended with ſuch other ſytnp- 


/ toms of an approaching diſſolution, that both his phy- 
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vive it many days. After having done all they could 


to procure him relief, but in vain, and finding himſelf | 


iven-up, Well! (ſays he to one of them) Doctor, 
jacta eſi alea, you have now done with making experi- 
ments for my recovery; give me leave, in my tury, to 
tell you a truth. according to my ſphere, which I have 
never yet told you: that ſmal] ſpark of faith, which 1 
feel inkindled in my ſoul towards my Saviour, is now 
ſuch a comfort to me, that you may believe me, Doc- 
tor, I would not for any thing in this world exchange 
my condition.“ 5 | 

His relations, friends, and ſervants, will never for- 
get the tender and affecting farwel he took of each of 
them ſeparately ; and with what warmth he prayed over 
them, and in behalf of thoſe of his domeſtics whom 
he thought ſtill unconcerned about their falvation, re- 
commending them to a ſurrender of their hearts to our 
Saviour, as the beſt Lord they could ſerve. 

But Oh what deep ſearchings now took place | how 
active and eager was the ſpirit of his mind to come to 
the blood of ſprinkling as a poor finner, to have the 
real application of it to his Soul, to be cloathed with 
the full ſalvation of his Saviour, and to miſs no part 
of the ornament of the bride-dreſs of a chaſte virgin 
eſpouſed to Chriſt! This deep ſenſe of contrition, 
poverty, and humiliation of ſpirit, with theſe longings - 
of heart, betrayed that his gracious Lord was now bi- 
ſy in ſhortening that great work of fitting and prepar- 
ing him as a jewel for his nuptial crown, Doubt he 
neither did nor could, but that his dear and loving 
Lord, who had beſtowed ſo much grace on him, would 
receive him ; yet could not this fatisfy his foul, which 
wanted fuller aſſurance of the intire work of regene- 
ration and renevation being completed in him by the 
blood of the Lamb; it was therefore the burden of 
his prayer, that Les” he might ſuffer in the fleſh, . 
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bis full falvation in him, and perfected his holy will. 
© the blood of 


t good of ſinners poor—-poor—-poor!” And this. 


Which is the higheſt honour angels can enjoy!“. 
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- his Lord would not remove him hence till he had finiſhed 


I have 8 he) experienced much grace; but 
prinkling, that is what I want; nothi 
. can now help me in theſe moments, but the blood, the 
real application of the blood of Jeſus. This is more 
to me than heaven; this I want as MY ONE THING 
NEEDFUL,” $2 | 
This appears to have been the burden of his ſous is 
_ . defire during this ſickneſs, nor was he diſappointed of ep 
his Lord in it, 0 , 
Thus at another time, after having been it ſeemed 
zin ſome diſtreſs of mind, as one might judge by his 
ſaying, I am going through a chemical proceſs,” he ki 
broke out abruptly in theſe words. Thy blood, 
Lord, did prevail, and did prevade me;” and again, 
To be faved by blood, an amazing doctrine! the 
. fooliſhneſs of man, but the wiſdom of God! Sure as 
JEHovVAH is thy name, ſo ſure is thy BLOOD the chief- 


was accompanied with ſuch power, ſuch a bleſſed feel- 
ing and experience of the true poverty of ſpirit, that 
he would often expreſs himſelf to this and a ſimilar ef- 
fect, Oh what ſweetneſs lies in poverty and weak- 
neſs Can any thing-be ſo ſweet as forgiveneſs !—He 
who will always be in the right, is an unhappy man. ſhi 
We are very often leaſt in the right, when we think 
* ourſelves moſt ſo.” „ h 
Having now found ſuch a ſweet reliſh for the ſtate 
of the poor in ſpirit, it is no wonder he was leſs able ar 
to bear himſelf when at any time he felt a coldneſs and 
dry inſenſibility of heart. This cauſed him many an 
anxious prayer for its removal, having been uſed to]: 
complain, that to feel a cold heart to our Saviour was 
one of the greateſt trials to him. His conſtant prayer 
Was, O let me not offend thee by any impatience : 
give me but reſignation to thy will, to do and. ſuffer 
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1. The ſame nails ſupporting us both. care not W 14t 
ut Hifferings I am to go through, if only his dear will be 

ng Hilfilled in me, and I refigned to it: this is my noblefſt. _ 
he Ind beſt aim.—I want only to have his full ſalvation 
re Ind conqueſt completed in me.—No former experience 


0 grace is of any avail to me noe in theſe moments: 


e queſtions is only, how I ſtand with. our Lord at | 
Is his preſent time? neither is any one able, from paſt - 


of eperience, to tell how it will be with him in his laſt 

aurs,—O it is the right way to be ſaved firſt and laſt 
ed Bly our Saviour, with the rope about the neck, as a 
his Nor criminal. This I will be.-—-Q it is indeed a 


he ithful ſaying, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 


d, p fave fingers. The true application of this is heaven: 


in, feel it. Jeſus, the friend of poor; loſt man !—He + 
the ces his delight in things worthleſs and poor ;—and, 


as hat is ſtrange, in ME,—in poor worthleſs ME, ſo 
ef-Infaithful towards HIM; —indeed in ME?—lI am in- 
his ed a miracle of unſhaken mercy,—a monument of 
el-Serlaſting love.] am the unworthieſt of all: but 
e thing I can ſay.— He is mine, and I am his. 
The pains he fugered in body were indeed ſeverel 


but him, as well as by himſelf. This was eſpecially 
e caſe on the 24th of October, when he again took 
ink tender farewel of thoſe preſent, and prog fervently 
his Redeemer, though with difficulty o 
ate e want of breath, thanking him, with meltedneſs of 
ble art for the grace beſtowed on him, and begging him 
and fon to receive his ſpirit, Then turning to his brother, 
an] Dear brother (ſaid he, with tears in his eyes) you 
to ay believe me, I ſhall ſoon ſee him as he is, Death 
was th loſt its ſting with me.—I have had ſore conflicts; 
yerft I am CONQUEROR, yea more than conqueror, 
ce: rough his deliverance,—I would not but. have gone 


fer rough what I have, and ſhall now know howto 


lue and thank him for his great deliverance. - Fare- 
, deceitful world —Farewel, deceitful heart | 


- 


eat, and his departure was often expected by thoſe - 
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have eſeaped thy ſnares!” Then, after pauſing aw! 
added, O that there might be only true love 
union among God's dear children!“ | 

The fame afternoon he defired that we might 
pray the Lord's prayer together, in which he jo 
| molt ardently, repeating with great ferveney, after 
had concluded it, theſe words“ Thy will be done 
And then broke out into many precious ejaculatio 
fome of which were theſe : ” Abba, Father ! that « 
ſweet name !—Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Teſus Chriſt, the Saviour of the world!“ 

At another time, on the following day, he ſaid 
Laſt night I thought once I was going, and in t 
moment there came ſuch a ſerenity over my mi 
and ſuch a ſweet feeling as I cannot expreſs ; ſot 
I fee departure out of the body. is no hard matter.” 

And again, after having felt himſelf under 
bodily diſtreſs, he broke out, O my ſweet Savio 
not one of thy diſciples would watch with-thee « 
hour; and here I am ſurrounded by friends waiting 


and weeping over me. O how different was thy cl 


dition from mine Thou waſt expoſed to the e 
night, ſweating bloody anguiſh-ſweat, forſaken of 
and lo] I have nothing but help, comfort, and fi 
port:—ſurely none but Gop could love us fo !” 


On the 29th at night, the night HY that 


his diflolution, he defired the New "Teſtament mi 
be read to him, which was done out of the 15th 
16th chapters of St. John's goſpel, while he in 
ture was frequently crying out, That's charmi 
— dear Saviour ! ſweet Saviour!“ and on hearing 
laſt verſe read, viz.“ In this world ye ſhall have tril 
lation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
world,” he broke out, GRAcEI—-REDEMDTIOx 
Love i—Ptact !—all applied to poor me! I 
afraid of nothing ſo much as the loſs of feeling m) 
poor and low.—Q that time is miſ-ſpent, that is 
ſpent in the enjoyment of our Saviour!“ | 


td. as tc iron tHw_as9s im oa 


words, All, all except 10 vE is miſery.” 
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The Spirit of our Lord thus operating in him walls 


os ww 


wards his completion, how would he cry gut, All 


is myſtery, myſtery, from firſt to laſt) t whole pfo 
ceſs of regeneration. is myſtery !? 

But in order to glorify the grace of our Lord Jelug 
Chriſt, it muſt not here he be that he was na- 
turally of a high mind and ſharp ſpirit; becauſe juſt! 
to thcſ: very points where he had been moſt weak, and 
leaft diſpoſed to know himſelf, it was manifeſt how 
faithfully the labour of the Holy Spirit was directed, 


in order, by making him deeply ſenſible of it, theres | 


in to make him moſt ſtrong; thus magnifying the glo- 


ry. of his grace, “ in pulling down of ſtrong he 5 
caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that * 


exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge God, and 


bringing into captivity every chought t to the obedictices ' ; 
of Chriſt. ä f $ — 5 f 
The diſpoſition of a poor finner, low, broken, all. 8 


over ſhame, deeming himſelf the meaneſt of all, Was 
not only viſibly predominant in him, but with "what; 
warmth did he declare, that a high mind was abo- 


mination itſelf in the ſight of God, after having judg 


ed himſelf frequently, and that With tears in he pre 
ſence of many, in this reſpect, concluding with th 5 


This ſubject of Love he much dwett upon, was: ; 
himfelf exceeding loving, declaring often not only how: © 
amiable and precious the children of God were to him ; 
in particular, but his love to dear mankind in general | 
as the creation of his gracious Redeemer. | 

As a further demonſtration of what grace effected 
in detaching him from objects the moſt enfnaring to 
him, and which be now lamented as obſtacles that 


had detained him in running joyfully the race ſet be- 
fore him, it is to be obſerved, that he had a doting ö 


and excefive fondneſs for his children, which now he 


found had reſiſted the full reſignation of them to his 
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7/8. +/BSaviour: But this bondage I am now (ſaid he) freed 
| $74 From,. thanks be to God. I am now as altered as a 
an herein can be ;—no more the ſame. Who would 
if, = have thought it? All I now. deſire is, that they may 
al into our Saviour's hands, and be his property, 
Grace alone is able to do this; children of God I know 
they cannot be by education. I have no ſcheme to in- 
== fiſt on about their future diſpoſal ; but what the Lord's 
will 8 them may be, that is mine too: in 
cCompariſon with this, it is now become a matter of 
= + indifference whether they are rich or poor, in health 
12 ; 8 in ſickneſs: all I pray for is, that they may be 
1 is.” 
FF # During the courſe of his ſickneſs, he would often 
beg thoſe who were about him to pray that the Lord 
would come ſoon and take him. He found great de- 
2 light in hearing the holy ſcripture read to him (which 


n joining in prayer with thoſe who attended him, 
which he did with great fervency, as well as partici- 
pate of the divine myſtery of the holy ſacrament. 
At thoſe times, when the feeling enjoyment of the 

I love and preſence of his Beloved ſeemed withdrawn 
= from him, he was troubled, and would fay, „To be- 
= *Jieve only, is eaſily ſaid; but believe me, it is not ſo 
cFeaſy as ſome may think it, before they come into my 
== circumſtances, This is indeed putting the heart to the 
| 7 - true teſt, I am afraid my faith will fail me. Do you 
>> + think I ſhall be able to hold it out to the laſt?” And 
then immediately anſwering the queſtion himſelf, 
would reply, 5 yes, he will ſurely never forſake 
his poor creature; but he wants only to try my faith 
to the utmoſt. My ſweet Saviour, it is impoſſible thy 
name ſhould be Jeſus Chiiſt, and I not happy. I have 
no hope but in thee, and J hang only on thee. O 
that ſweet name May he take me by the hand, and 
lead me into the cold grave, wherein he has been laid 

himſelf.—I think J am hanging on the croſs with him, 


ola frequently done to his unſpeakable comfort) and 
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In converſation with him, one of his friends obſerved 


to him this remark made by a reſpectable miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the late Rev. Mr. Gambold, viz. that I 


the moſt valuable and heavenly light that can be con- 
veyed into any ſoul in this world, and the ſureſt cri- 
terion of real grace, is when it is given us to have a 
deep ſenſe of the torments and dying love of Jeſus, and 


a living perſuaſion of the great efficacy of his eroſs and 


merits; conſequently the tendereſt attachment of the 
heart to him; here at once he broke out, Aye! is 
that the criterion ?—Then I am right; Sand on this 
began weeping with joy, and ſaying, ** Thou knoweſt, 


my deareſt Saviour, I only cleave to and hang upon 


thee,” &, * | 


The fame night he declared his tender love to ſome 


of his friends, and, to uſe his own words, Tell them, 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, whom I ſhall ſee for 


myſelf: even I:—don't forget even [;—ſuch a poor 


creature tell them, I hang only on the croſs.” 


The 3oth he moan'd heart-piercingly, partly from 


an agonizing pain in his breaſt with inward contractions, 
and barthy fem an apprehenſion leſt there ſhould be 
any thing till remaining which might hinder his Lord 
from the final accompliſhment of his views; it ſhould 
ſeem moreover that he had been under ſome trying con- 
flict of faith. He was at this criſis put in mind of the 
many 4triking proofs of the Redeemer's love and mercy 


to him, and that he could have no reaſon to doubt 


that his aim was to glorify himſelf in his complete re- 
demption.—Recovering himſelf as it were ſuddenly on 
this,—*<< Yes (replied he) and ALL THY WILL, my 
deareſt Saviour, SHALL be done in me.” Then with a 
warm refentment againſt himſelf, added,“ Fool that I 


am — What ſhould I be afraid of? Of thee, my 


{weeteſt Jeſus ?—a Lamb that was ſlain for = fins ? 
No, no! thy name is JESUS, the ſweeteſt of all 


names; a name comprehenſive of all thine infinite goods. 


neſs and mercy.” 


Fhen he prayed with many tears that his Redeem 
would have mercy. on him, and remove him ſoon ou 
of all miſery. Peace now flowed in as a river on him 
and he rejoiced. as a child. The man's part was noy 
broken in him and it was eaſy, to diſcern that he wi 
converted into one of thoſe. little children, who, a 
ſuch, enter into the kingdom. From this ſpirit it wa 
he ſaid, to become a child, believe. me, is the hig 
ct chriſtianity.” : | 

He now deſired that a hymn of Mr. Cennick' 
might be ſung, which begins with, „O my dear 8a 
viour,. when thy cares,” &c. in which he joined witihn 
ſtreaming tears; but when the four laſt verſes were ſung 
here he raiſed his voice with uncommon force, and 
a very affecting manner joined in with theſe-lines; 


Still be thy wounds to me more dear, 
More precious ev'ry day; 
Till I at thy-piere'd feet appear, 
Dreſt in thy bright array. 
Then proſtrate will I Ml before 
That body, Lord; of thine, 
With wounds and blood once cover'd o'er, ; 
Yet ſinleſs and divine. 1 
My lips ſhall then fincerely kiſs 8 
Each wound, and: ev'ry ſcar; . 
And grateful will  fay,—My bliſs 


6c 


I pooreſt duſt found here. f 
While ev'ry angel, throne, and power, 
Thy boundleſs merit ſounds, : / 
PH fing and thankfully adore 
My Saviour and his wounds, 1 


The divine power and preſence of the Lord, durin 

- thi- time, was ſenſibly felt by all that were preſent, af T 
indeed is far beyond all expreſſion. The remai nin 
part of the evening he was chearfu} and ferene; an 
that night, which, was his laſt, pretty eaſy, fleeping 
more than he had done for ſome weeks before, and freſſ 1 
quently calling out, Sweet Saviour.“ ; | 
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The laſt day of October, about fix in the morning, 
ling an extraordinary weakneſs come upon him, he 
aid, 5 Ah if the convulſions would but come now, 
would be oyer!** Soon after a convulſion- fit ſue- 
"0" Fecded, which in a few minutes gratiſied his wiſhes, 
. y making a happy end of all his Pod diſtreſs with- 
nt a ſigh or a groan, and proved the bleſſed means of 
1 anſlating his pregious ſoul into the arms of his Cre- 
Suſtor and Redeemer.” "IF 3 
e © Eicticd are the dead who die in the Lord: even 
6.» faich the Spirit; for they reſt from their labour.“ 


vitihn his ConversION : Mitten by himſelf, and- found 
ing among his papers aſter his deceaſe. 
d u HIRTY whole years I ran in debt, 

A large account was due, 

Inſcrib'd in capitals of jet, 
Of which I little knew. 
My mind, how prodigal of ſin! 

As any heir of gold: 
' How little was my purſe within, 
I thought not, nor was told. . 
At length, as one may well ſuppoſe, 
My creditor appears; 

The rigid law his juſt right ſhews, _ 

(Ah, how I groan'd with fears!) eo 

« Behold, bold finner, what is due © 

« For ſinsagainſt,thy God! 
« Two tables which were written, ſhew 
« How vaſt their dreadful load!” 
Aghaſt I ſtar'd, and look'd around, 
For nought I had to pay; 

The law's inexorable found, 
urin And caus'd me great diſmay! 
nt, The ſentence for infolvency, 

ü nin Take, bind both foot and hand: 

; ang Away, —torment!“ with fervency 
epin Was given this command. 

1d fr 1 knew it juſt, and acquieſc'd; 

But look'd around to ſee 
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:. "a walh'd my jet to ſnow, _ 
Bp 4% The full amount of. What is dus 
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r ſinner vile, 
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By means of mercy fre. 
Wen lol 2 bail ſor me appears,” Fey, 
Wich a receipt below, Ip 
«5 © 23S, Wrote with bis precious blood > ky teard, © 
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& From that 


& That I've receiv'd;—theſe- —_ Ken 
„ He's now become my ſpoil.” Wc B. 


O never ſhall my ſoul forget ROS 42 


| his his edeeming love: 
| This mercy ſhall my ſong 0" 2: 4 4. 
In ceaſeſeſs ſtrains, above. „ ee 
; Te hand-writing, now is done aways. "3 
4 My puniſhment he bore; | 4 
. My utmoſt farthing he did pay, 7 1 „ + 
And felt my torments ſo reed. 
His hands and feet for me were bound a hone 87 
By nails to caly'ry's cr S j 
"His foul, -beſet with horrors rounßſ . 
23 © - God complain d the loſs, ee 
>: x o him who gave himſelf for me, : 5 
Myſelf I'll now reſign; - Be. 
With him enjoy his bleſſings Re. 
f Give him myſelf and mine. 33 
*Midft joys of faith 1 l ne'er forget) | DH 
The Tokd fe nſe of fin, © on 
A That I keep — at his feet, 3 
1 Where I ſo oft have been ER 5 : IM 
1 1 It now 1 grie ve my Jelu' s hear N . 
1 Which ſtill J often do, MN „ 2 
1 I'm ſenſible of purigent e "2 
i Becauſe he loves me ſo. SE 4233 
F 1 T7 When he my faults. doth ſoon e 452,508 
1 ” — (Which he has always done) _ 
1H It only makes me grieve-to.gneve, — _ l 
n 3 | To faithful love 8 9 14 
A 1 = 'Þ 1 x Ft 8. | 
—_— — TP 


